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Introduction to the Issue 

Natural Disasters are natural events such as floods, earthquakes, hurricanes, or volcano explosions 

that cause great damage to human life in every way. Natural disasters result in property damage, financial 

loss, and personal injury or sickness. In less-developed countries, the loss of land, protection, and access 

to the shelter will result in major population migrations. There are a lot of extreme consequences of the 

aftermaths of natural disasters. Countries, individuals, animals get affected by natural disasters and it is 

really hard to get back to the same after the disasters. Economically strong countries have a very strong 

infrastructure compared to countries that are economically poor. It is very vital to create a strong 

infrastructure and framework to reduce to risk of another disaster and also get affected by it. Creating the 

neccesary framework and infrasturctre is vital towards getting effected less from disasters. Countries 

should work in order to find a international framework so disasters can be more usual events when they 

happen.  

Involved Countries & Organizations 

Country/Organization:   

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): The United Nations Development Programme is 

the sustainable development network of the United Nations. It encourages countries to collaborate on 

technological and investment issues, advocates for reform, and connects countries to information, 

expertise, and tools to help people improve their lives. UNDP encourages recovery that helps people 

restore their lives, decreases risk, and increases resilience. UNDP emphasizes the human and social 

aspects of recovery by working with national governments, NGOs, civil society organizations, and 

communities. Since 2005, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has invested more than 

$1 billion in recovery, including technical and financial support for post-disaster recovery projects. 
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Japan: Because of its position in the Ring of Fire, Japan is the only country most affected by natural 

disasters. Japan has endured two of the five most costly natural disasters in recent history, with damages 

exceeding $181 billion in 1995 and 2011. Japan has also been the site of some of the twenty-first 

century's worst natural disasters. Japan is one of the countries which is very developed against natural 

disasters.  

UNDRR: In December 1999, the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) was 

formed to ensure that the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction was implemented. The United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDRP) (formerly UNISDR) supports the introduction and revision 

of the Sendai Mechanism for Disaster Risk Reduction, which was adopted by the Third UN World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction on March 18, 2015, in Sendai, Japan. The Sendai Plan, which 

replaces the 2005-2015 framework, is a 15-year voluntary people-centered solution to disaster risk 

reduction. 

Philippines: The Philippines is one of the world's most vulnerable countries to natural disasters. Natural 

disasters are costing the world more in terms of social and economic costs as a result of population 

growth, shifting land-use patterns, migration, unplanned urbanization, environmental degradation, and 

global climate change. Reducing the probability of disasters would be vital to the Philippines' 

development goals. Phillipines has suffered a lot from disasters and due to its indiviual economic status, 

unplanned and weak urbanization suffer more than normal.  

 

Detailed Analysis of the Issue 

Natural Disasters as mentioned are very extreme events that damage human lives in every way. 

Countries have hard times overcoming these disasters. Significant natural disasters can and do have 

catastrophic economic effects in the short term. Humans and our developed societies are at risk from natural 

disasters. Natural disasters affected more than 411 million people in 2016, resulting in 7,620 deaths and 

more than $97 billion in economic damage. In terms of both the number of incidents and the amount of 

money lost, negative effects have risen over the last century. 
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Economic Effects of Natural Disasters 

Longer-term effects of disasters tend to be negative for economic growth, development, and poverty 

reduction. However, harmful effects are not unavoidable. As every disaster passes, countries understand 

the importance of developed framework and infrastructre. Vulnerability shifts rapidly, especially in 

countries undergoing economic transitions such as rapid growth, urbanization, and related technological 

and social changes. Natural disasters put major budgetary burdens on governments, with both immediate 

fiscal and long-term growth consequences. The primary fiscal response to a catastrophe is reallocation. 

Disasters have no impact on overall help flow patterns. Natural hazard vulnerability is defined by a complex 

and dynamic collection of variables, including economic structure, stage of growth, and current economic 

and policy conditions. To comprehend and evaluate the economic impacts of natural disasters, as well as 

the policy implications, it is important to understand the mechanisms by which various forms of hydro-

meteorological (climate-related) and geophysical hazards affect an economy, the various risks raised, and 

the ways in which communities and economies respond to or neglect these potential challenges. 

Risk Reduction in Natural Disasters 

Dealing with disasters has historically focused on emergency management, but as the twentieth century 

progressed, it became apparent that disasters are not natural (even if the associated danger is), and that the 

best way to avoid casualties and minimize disaster impacts is to reduce and control hazard, exposure, and 

vulnerability. Since we can't adjust the magnitude of natural disasters, the best way to minimize risk is to 

reduce vulnerability and exposure. The underlying drivers of danger, which are especially linked to poor 

economic and urban development choices and practices, environmental degradation, poverty and 

inequality, and climate change, which generate and intensify conditions of threat, exposure, and 

vulnerability, must be established and reduced in order to reduce these two components of risk.  

Such disasters result in substantial human and material losses, which are a major impediment to 

long-term growth. Lives and property can be secured by providing reliable forecasts and warnings in an 

easily understandable format, as well as educating people about how to plan for such hazards before they 

become disasters. The emphasis is on disaster risk reduction: one dollar invested in disaster preparedness 

will avoid $7 in disaster-related economic losses – a large return on investment. WMO Members have 
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committed to preventing new and reducing existing disaster risk by introducing a range of coordinated and 

comprehensive initiatives that prevent and reduce hazard exposure and vulnerability to disaster, improve 

preparedness for response and recovery, and thus enhance resilience as signatories to the Sendai System 

for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030. Seven global priorities have been negotiated to facilitate the 

evaluation of global success in achieving the outcomes and goals of the Sendai System, the majority of 

which have direct consequences for WMO and its Members. Other international, regional, and national 

organizations are active in WMO's disaster risk reduction programs, which are integrated and organized.  

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) integrates the activities of national meteorological 

and hydrological services to minimize human and property losses through better forecasting and early 

warnings, as well as risk assessments and public awareness. Natural hazards arise on a number of time and 

area scales, and each is distinct in every way. Tornadoes and flash floods are violent, short-lived events that 

impact a small region. Droughts, for example, grow slowly but can affect entire continents and countries 

for months or even years. Multiple hazards may occur at the same time or in rapid succession during a 

severe weather event. A tropical storm will cause flooding and mudslides in addition to high winds and 

heavy rain. Severe thunderstorms may be followed by huge, damaging hail stones, tornadoes, strong winds, 

or heavy rain, resulting in flash flooding in temperate latitudes. 

Importance of Framework 

It is very important to create the necessary framework for reducing the risk and effects of natural 

disasters. Due to the massive impacts of disasters countries should understand the importance of framework 

and also work in collaboration to create them. Not every country is vulnerable to natural hazards but is is 

vital for the survival of other countries in this global challenge. Created frameworks help countries follow 

a path in the battle against disasters and also get effected minimally.  
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List of Important Events 

Date (Day/Month/Year) Event 

1 January 1990 
The 90’s were declared to be the International Decade for 

Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR) 

27 May 1994 
Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action for a Safer World was 

adopted. 

22 December 1999 
The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) was 

adopted 

22 January 2005 The Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) was adopted 

March 18, 2015 
The Sendai Mechanism for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-

2030 was adopted 

March 18, 2030 
The Sendai Mechanism for Disaster Risk Reduction will be 

over. 

 

Past Attempts to Solve the Issue  

The Sendai Mechanism for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 is an international agreement 

aimed at developing and avoiding disaster threats around the world. Its aim is to enhance social and 

economic resilience in order to mitigate the negative impacts of climate change, man-made disasters, and 

natural disasters. The EU was a key player in the agreement's negotiations, and it continues to assist EU 

Member States and non-EU countries in achieving the seven Sendai goals. The European Commission 

issued an action plan in June 2016 to translate the Sendai goals into EU policies and funding mechanisms.  

UN General Assembly Resolution 72/133 of 11 December 2017 on Strengthening of the 

coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters, from relief to 

development. 
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The problem with these is they are very long term and dependent on countries specifically. For the 

problem to get resolved the solutions can be also for the short term. Short term solutions will save the day 

and with the addition of long-term solutions this problem will be resolved very quickly. 

Related Documents 

List the documents in the following format(s): 

. Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 

. WMO, Special Environmental Report No.7, Weather, Climate And Human 

Settlements 

 

 

Possible Solutions 

One of the possible solutions for this matter could be building better infrastructure with enhanced 

architectural planning throughout cities and countries with the highest risk of facing natural disasters, 

because the problem of unplanned urbanization has a great amount of effect on the matter. Right 

allocation of resources and further research on the behaviors of natural disasters is also important. If the 

resources are used in a more efficient manner, then the risk could be reduced to a minimum. Lastly, 

creation of international and inclusive frameworks which are improved by getting help from the previous 

frameworks created. 

 Also, countries should understand the importance of the education towards citizens which will 

create a more knowledgeable society where people know what the necessary actions are when a disaster 

occurs. Otherwise people can scatter around the city and the problem can get even harder to dealt with. 
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