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Committee:  Environmental Committee 

Issue: Addressing the need and importance of infrastructure for Landlocked Developing 

Countries (LLDCs) 

Student Officer: Yasemin Şukal – President Chair 

 

Introduction to the Issue 

Ever since the beginning of history, humans have sought territories with direct access to bodies of 

water, such as rivers, seas and oceans. Choosing to settle in regions such as Mesopotamia and Aegia was 

not pure coincidence, but rather a choice that would help civilizations while others would crumble under 

the need to access seas in order to develop. Access to water is an integral part of development; therefore, 

the lack of territorial borders to seas and oceans is a challenge that Landlocked Developing Countries 

(LLDCs) need to overcome in order to excel.  

 

Access to seas carry great importance for nations because sea transportation is  the most 

favourable method of transit due to its cheap price. When production surged with the Industrial 

Revolution (1760 - 1840), countries with direct access to seas became actors in the global trade system, 

while landlocked countries with no access to seas were isolated from the trading system due to the bounds 
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of their territory. This geographical drawback not only affected  the access to trade paths but also limited 

production in landlocked countries. In addition to providing an easy means of transportation, bodies of 

water are one of the fundamentals of agriculture and production. A large distance to water limits the 

resources available in a nation, which, in turn, creates limited diversity in a nation’s aggregate supply. 

Essentially, landlocked countries are at a double disadvantage because of their remoteness to the trade 

world and their small variety of supplied goods.  

This unfavourable situation for landlocked countries becomes an even bigger hindrance when the 

said country is a developing country, meaning it needs to engage in economic activity to continue 

developing. In order to overcome these natural drawbacks, such nations -  or Landlocked Developing 

Countries (LLDC) - need strong and substantial infrastructures to make up for their water deprivation and 

its results. Understanding and recognizing the significance of proper infrastructure in LLDCs is of utmost 

importance since the only way to survive in this ever evolving world is to adapt and overcome challenges. 

 

Involved Countries & Organizations  

The United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and the Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS): The 

main focus of the UN-OHRLLS (only the one that is relevant to LLDCs) is to reduce high transportation 

costs in order to stabilize net exports. Its view is that lack of access to sea seriously limits the exports 

from landlocked developing countries, putting LLDCs at an economic disadvantage,  because the 

remaining options - road, rail, and air - are more expensive, thus causing a decrease in exports. The UN-

OHRLLS also recognizes the territorial constraints and disadvantages of LLDCs due to lack of access to 

sea.  It has established different projects and collaborations in order to support LLDCs, and its most 

recent activity regarding LLDCs is the 2019-2021 Belt and Road Initiative. The UN-OHRLLS is 

partnering with DESA, ESCAP, ECA, ECLAC, ECE, Ministry of Transport of China, Asian 

Infrastructure Investment Bank, and the African Development Bank in order to promote transport 

connectivity, initiate structural transformation, expedite LLDC integration into world markets, and 

achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 
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Kazakhstan: Kazakhstan is a landlocked developing country situated in Central Asia. Although it has 

undergone substantial development growth in the recent years, it does not have a stable economy nor is 

on the path of becoming a well developed country with strong infrastructure. Its national resources are 

open to exploitation, as has been the situation in the past. Kazakhstan is able to export limited types of 

goods, and if exploitation continues there will be no resources left for production in the long run. It is of 

dire need of strong infrastructure and has a huge potential for developing an effective transit system. 

Developing a transit system is the first step towards restructuring the economy and entering world 

markets as a strong party. 

 

Mongolia: Mongolia is a LLDC in center-east Asia. As a country bordering China and Russia, two strong 

economies, Mongolia has made many infrastructural adjustments to adapt to the environment. Currently, 

50% of Mongolia’s railway infrastructure is owned by Russian Railways, which could be interpreted as a 

good partnership as Russia could assist Mongolia’s effective modernization and maintain  the railways; 

however, this partnership also gives the Russian Federation administrative power and leverage material 

that could easily be used to pressure and control the Mongolian government for unorthodox requests such 

as setting unfair terms of trade. Therefore, becoming a more economically independent nation and opting 

to economic diversification could be the next step for Mongolia. 

  

Nepal: Nepal is an LLDC that is highly dependent on its neighbour, India. Even though they are transit 

neighbours, India has imposed a blockade on Nepal in 1989 (official) and 2015 (unofficial). The two 

blockades showed that Nepal is highly economically dependent on India. With over 90% of exports and 

imports from India, Nepal might not be able to act independently in the near future. This level of 

economic dependency is available for exploitation, which India has done in the past when setting poor 

and unfair terms of trade. The main issue in the Nepal-India relation is the difference in development 

levels. India has more resources and is more advanced than Nepal, therefore, is more developed than 

Nepal. The government of Nepal has tried to take semi-independent actions in the past; however, as 2024 

(the date of the third LLDC conference) is approaching, the government is hoping to take substantial steps 

toward strong independent infrastructure and development.  

 

 



 
 

   

 4 

 

 

Detailed Analysis of the Issue 

General Overview 

Currently there are a total of 32 LLDCs, located in four continents: South America, Europe, Asia 

and Africa. With a combined land area of 15, 927, 656 square kilometers, LLDCs make up 12.5% of the 

world’s territories and have a cumulative population of approximately 480 million people as of 2015. 

These somewhat isolated countries face numerous challenges due to their geographical location. 

Landlocked Developing Countries lack access to seas/oceans, therefore, need strong infrastructure in 

order to achieve sustainability.  

A significant challenge that LLDCs face is  remoteness from major world trade markets. Global 

trade is one of the pillars of a nation’s economy, therefore, this isolation from world markets negatively 

impacts LLDCs economies, which, in turn, starts a chain reaction affecting many other areas related to 

finances. Since LLDCs can’t trade through sea ways, the only way an LLDC can engage in international 

trade is through other countries - generally other developing countries. Dependence on other nations for 

trade is rather inconvenient since different countries have different customs and other border-crossing 

procedures, in addition to the unsafe and poor quality infrastructure that impedes the process of transit. 

These inconveniences result in substantially high transport and transaction costs for LLDCs, further 

harming their economies. High transportation costs reduce trade returns, discouraging investment and 

significantly limiting the infrastructure development potential in LLDCs: the level of infrastructural 

development in LLDCs could have been 20% higher if they weren’t landlocked.  

It is also worth noting that goods in LLDCs are produced with a limited variety of resources and 

minerals, weak capacities, and low productivity; therefore, most of the time there is low diversity among 

exported goods.  

Almaty Programme of Action (APoV):  

UN Resolution number A/RES/56/180 serves as a strong standpoint looking forward, addressing 

specifics regarding LLDCs and calling for action. The United Nations Conference on Landlocked 
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Developing Countries (Almaty, Russia)  took place following the resolution and created a never-before-

seen international forum specifically for LLDCs. The conference took place between 25-29 August 2003, 

and topics ranging from underdeveloped transit systems, isolation from trade markets, and economic 

instability in LLDCs were discussed during the four day conference, yielding the Almaty Programme of 

Action. The ultimate goal of the APoV was to facilitate the transition towards sustainability, specifically 

through improving transportation systems and facilitating trade for LLDCs. The APoV was adopted for 

one decade and kept its relevance between 2003 and 2013.  

The Vienna Programme of Action    

After the APoA lost its validity, the Vienna Programme of Action took its place with similar goals 

but a different, more thorough, approach. During the Second United Nations Conference on Landlocked 

Developing Countries (November 2014), all the benefits and drawbacks of the APoA were 

comprehensively reviewed to come up with a revised action plan, the VPoA. The Programme is in force 

until 2024 and focuses on strengthening partnerships between LLDCs and their transit countries (the 

countries that LLDCs use for exports). On a global scale, the Programme also encourages partnerships 

between LLDCs and all relevant organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and both the 

public and private sectors.  

THe VPoA has six main objectives: promoting efficient transportation methods while abiding by 

international law (1), reducing transaction costs and other costly border operations to simplify and 

standardize international border trade services (2), developing transit transportation infrastructure in order 

to create stronger networks (3), promoting regional integration and cooperation through bilateral, 

regional, and international measures (4), promoting and facilitating LLDC participation in world trade 

through structural transformation (5), enhancing international support to LLDCs to overcome challenges 

and reach a state of sustainable growth. The VPoA has come up with different measures to bring about 

the change and development required to accomplish the objectives put forth.  

The Fundamental Transit Policy is perhaps the most impactful measure that was put forth by the 

VPoA. Transit facilities accommodate trade and manage trade routes, therefore, play a critical role in the 

economy of LLDCs. High costs have the potential to substantially harm developing landlocked 

economies; the VPoA’s Fundamental Transit Policy suggests, as implied in the first objective, that each 
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nation has the right to access to and from seas. The Fundamental Transit Policy encourages cooperation 

on a regional and international level to modify existing regulations that complicat and limit LLDCs access 

to seas. Moreover, the policy calls for effective and solution oriented participation from all LLDCs, 

neighbouring countries, and other public and private stakeholders in order to improve development in the 

transit area. The VPoA consists of some other infrastructural measures regarding maintenance, energy, 

communication technology, and trade facilitation; however, the transit system measures are the most 

significant as the biggest problem LLDCs face can be solved through proper transit networks.  

List of Important Events 

Date (Day/Month/Year) Event 

12 September 2001 

 

The United Nations Office of the High Representative for the 

Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries 

and the Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) was 

established by the UN General Assembly resolution 

A/RES/56/227.  

24 January 2002 

 

During the 56th session of the UN General Assembly, 

resolution number A/RES/56/180, addressing specific needs 

and problems of LLDCs, was adopted. Problems debated 

include territorial access to sea, isolation from world trade 

markets, transportation systems, and overall socio-economic 

issues that hinder sustainable development in LLDCs. 

25 August 2003 

 

The first ever United Nations Conference on Landlocked 

Developing Countries took place in Almaty, Russia.  
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29 August 2003 

Subsequent to the Conference on LLDCs, The Almaty 

Programme of Action was adopted for the decade 2003-2013. 

This programme, the first of its kind, aimed to facilitate 

international trade taking place in LLDCs, specifically through 

transit systems. 

3-5 November 2014 

 The Second United Nations Conference on Landlocked 

Developing Countries was held in Vienna, and the Vienna 

Programme of Action was adopted for the decade 2014 - 2024. 

4 November 2015 

 

The 2030 Sustainable Development Declaration was ratified. 

The declaration holds light to the global sustainability goals to 

be reached in 2030 and serves as a target for LLDCs. 

 

Past Attempts to Solve the Issue  

Past attempts to solve the issue of inadequate infrastructure in LLDCs have mostly, and more 

significantly, been diplomatic rather than military. This issue was officially recognized in the Conference 

on Landlocked Developing Countries in 2003, yielding the Almaty Programme of Action. The Almaty 

Programme of Action focused on facilitating the participation of LLDCs in international trade markets 

through improved and more developed transit systems. Even though countries implementing the 

programme of action experienced significant economic growth, the major problem of high transaction and 

transportation costs for LLDCs remained unresolved, thereby resulting in a failed attempt to completely 

resolve the issue.  

When the Almaty Programme lost its pertinence at the beginning of 2014, the Second UN 

Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries took place where the Almaty Programme was 

thoroughly reviewed and revised to create a new plan of action called the Vienna Programme of Action. 

The successor programme was revised to be more coherent in light of modern day improvements and will 

remain in action for the decade 2014-2024. The programme, similar to the Almaty Programme, targets 

commercial issues, meaning the nature of the action plan lies in promoting capitalist economies. The 

economic prosperity generated by involvement in more competitive markets holds the potential to bring 
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infrastructural development; however, the Vienna Programme of Action doesn’t outline a system to 

allocate revenue generated to infrastructure projects; therefore, there is no guarantee that the revenue 

would impact the quality of life. 

Ultimately, even though there was progress in between these two momentous attempts at a 

solution, the issue is yet to completely disappear. The reason both programmes weren’t conclusive 

enough was that new problems emerged through proposed solutions and LLDCs were not able to adapt 

quickly or accommodate these problems. Moreover, both programmes were focused on inducing 

development through economic innovations, specifically through creating new trade opportunities; 

however, the issue transcends economics and should be handled in a manner that is cognizant of other 

aspects.  

 

Related Documents 

. International Ministerial Meeting of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries and International 

Financing and Development Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation 

. GA Resolution: Follow-up to the Second United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing 

Countries (A/RES/74/233) 

. Political Declaration of the High-level Midterm Review on the Implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024 

. Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action for 

Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024 

. UNOPA Report on the Importance of Infrastructure for Landlocked Developing Countries 

. GA Resolution: Specific Actions Related to the Particular Needs and Problems of Landlocked 

Developing Countries  

. 5-6 December 2019 Vienna Midterm Review Minutes 

 

Possible Solutions 

First of all, it is of great importance to create harmony between any potential solutions, the Vienna 

Programme of Action (VPoA), and the 2030 Declaration; as two of the most impactful already-existing 

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditctncd20037_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditctncd20037_en.pdf
http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2020/02/GA-Resolution-74-233_EN.pdf
http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2020/02/GA-Resolution-74-233_EN.pdf
http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2019/12/A_RES_74_15_EN.pdf
http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2019/12/A_RES_74_15_EN.pdf
http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2016/09/ENGLISH-2016-SG-Report-on-VPoA-1613727E.pdf
http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2016/09/ENGLISH-2016-SG-Report-on-VPoA-1613727E.pdf
https://content.unops.org/publications/The-importance-of-infrastructure-for-landlocked-developing-countries_EN.pdf?mtime=20190716123142
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/56/180
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/56/180
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/ga12222.doc.htm
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solution attempts, the guidelines and aims put forth by these documents will remain relevant no matter what 

the solution at hand is. A way to ensure that the VPoA is being implemented along with the UN-OHRLLS’ 

other mandates is to establish monitoring mechanisms on a regional or national level.  

One of the current problems of LLDCs is lack of funds; therefore, LLDCs could opt toward methods 

to optimiz the government’s budget. Moreover, in order to effectively utilize revenue generated through trade 

markets, LLDCs could find ways to translate this prosperity direectly into investments in invrastrcuture. 

Another option for a strong budget is through the collaboration of goernments with the private sector. Finally, 

donations from MEDCs (More Economically Developed Countries) could be a good way to get funding for 

investments.  

It is also important to note that, especially after the pandemic, LLDCs have become vulnerable to any 

potential challenges and threats to their economies. A nation’s economy is a reflection of the nation itself; 

therefore, strengthening economies and diversifying products would reinforce the purpose of the VPoA and 

bring about more prosperity that could be used towards investment. On a global level, indicators to measure 

progress could be indentified, and international bodies such as the UN could continue hosting midterm review 

meetings on the implementation and progress on important conventions and programmes such as the VPoA. 
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